
Thriving in Spring! 

January-May 2021 
Information sheet includes: Full Details, Programs, Times, Prices, Charter Funds, 
and COVID mitigation guidelines. There is a lot of information here. Please take a 

few moments to familiarize yourself with our new policies and procedures. 
------ 

All are welcome! 
Homeschoolers, Afterschoolers,  

& School Break Campers. 
Open to grades TK-12th 

(must be at least 4 years and 9 months old on or before first day of attendance) 
------ 

We are so excited to be offering more Thrive options and in as 
much of the same format as we can during these trying times  

including options for CHARTER FUND 
PAYMENTS!!!! 

------ 

 
 

Please, also read our letter from the Thrive Director. 



Options:  
We are trying to keep all groups separate this year so we won’t be doing 

themed classes. We will try to offer activities similar to classes based on the 
interests of the kids in each group. 

 
Groups are M/W or T/Th  

9am to 1:30pm or 2:30 to 5:30pm 
See below for exact days/times classes are offered. 

 
STEAM and Socialization: Ages 5 to 12. A perfect mix of hands-on and teacher led, 
engaging Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math activities with plenty of time for 

Self-Directed discovery, activities, socialization, and play. 
 

Wee Thrive: Ages 4.9 to 7. A great start to their educational journey. Wee Thrive takes 
inspiration from Waldorf and Montessori philosophies, offering a teacher led environment with 

an emphasis on songs, stories, crafts, socialization and early elementary basics with lots of 
time for imaginative play. 

 
 Project Based Learning: Ages 10 to 14. Project Based Learning is a student centered 

approach where participants gain a deeper understanding of subjects through hands-on 
projects, active exploration and real-world problems and challenges. Each month has a 

different theme: from Robotics to Mars Exploration to Giant Numbers to Human Body Systems. 
No matter the theme our older Thrivers are engaged, challenged, and presented with new 

information and ideas each class. There is plenty of time for socialization and making friends 
during this time of life when friendships are so important. 

 
*NEW* Teen STEAM: Ages 13 to 17. Our Teens need a space to meet friends and hang 
out so much right now. A club environment for teens where they get to take the lead on what 
they want to learn. Complete with a maker space, Virtual Reality, 3D printing, Coding, Digital 

Art, Motion Capture, Animation software and an instructor excited to share and teach them. As 
with all our programs, there is also lots of time for socializing and just hanging out. 

 
STEAM at Home: Ages 4.9 to 17. STEAM products and resources that you can facilitate 
from home. Much like last year’s STEAM bags with many items and activities, and some with 
video instructions. Optional live virtual instruction office hours. Monthly pick up of supplies and 

resources for a month’s worth of activities.  



 

 

All of our programs 
include hands-on 

*STEAM activities. 
 

*Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Math 

 

Thrive has been providing academic and enrichment 
classes for youth for over 10 years as well as running 

Camp Wild Heart in the summers. 

 
 

 
Thrive is NOT a school, or affiliated with the schools. We provide academic 

and enrichment programs after school, school holidays, and for 
homeschoolers. All participants must be enrolled in a school or file a 

PSA as Thrive does not serve as their school. 

http://www.campwildheartchico.com/


 

What happens if I opt my child(ren) out of mask wearing?: We will still do our part to 
mitigate exposure to COVID through health screenings at entry, extra hand washing and 
facility sanitization, small consistent groups, and lots of time outdoors and in well ventilated 
spaces. Your children will not be asked to wear masks indoors (or anytime). 
 
What happens if I don’t opt my child(ren) out of mask wearing?: On top of all our other 
mitigation procedures we will ask your child to wear their mask when indoors or in close 
contact with others for an extended time. They will be allowed to leave their mask off when 
outdoors. Your child may choose to wear their mask when outdoors (or you can ask them to) 
and we will support them and encourage children to treat everyone respectfully. 
 
Some Groups DO NOT ALLOW Mask Opt Outs*. If you prefer a group where you know ALL 
kids will be wearing masks when indoors or in close proximity to others, these would be the 
groups for you. These groups still allow kids to take their masks off when outside. *Due to lack 
of interest these groups are no longer offered. 
 

COVID Mitigation 
 

We are following CDC guidelines to slow the spread of COVID. 
 

This includes (but is not limited to) guidelines for: 
  --Health screenings at entry 
  --Frequent hand washing 
  --Small groups that don't mix with other groups  
  --Wearing masks* when indoors and in close contact with others for an extended 
time. 
  --Rooms and playgrounds are sanitized between groups 
 
*Masks: We keep mask-wearing times short because most of our activities are 
active play and each group has their own large classroom with plenty of space and 
large windows for ventilation, as well as their own outdoor space and playground. 
We DO ALLOW families to opt out of mask-wearing for health, personal or religious 
reasons. Please be aware that some participants will not be wearing masks. 
 
We can not promise your child will not be exposed to COVID at Thrive. 
Families must decide for themselves if participation is right for their family. 

 
We will make changes to and relax our migration strategies as 

information and community spread changes. 



 

Fundamentals that Thrive is proud to continue upholding. 
These are things we have always prided ourselves on that we continue to uphold 

during this very difficult time. 
 

Play is Important: Play is important 
for children’s development. Play is 
necessary for social, emotional, 
cognitive and physical development. 
Children have a fundamental right to 
play. We have always fought for 
children’s right to play. That fight may 
be harder now but we are still here 
and still ready to keep fighting for kid’s 
ability to be kids and learn through 
play. 
 
Freedom and Choice: We believe 

families, parents and children should have the right to choose what is best for 
them. We know you are capable of making responsible choices for the health 
and well being of yourself and your family. We understand that the way we are 
following guidelines may not be right for every family right now. We hope you will 
choose to join us as soon as you feel it is right for your family, and that you will 
be understanding of the families who choose to join us now. As we are not a 
required portion of your child’s day you are free to choose whether to join us or 
other programs. We honor your choices 
and hope you honor ours. 
 
Providing an Alternative: Thrive has 
always been a place that offers a true 
alternative learning environment. We 
have always questioned the standards 
and guidelines used by other 
institutions and continue to provide the 
alternative environment that many 
families are looking for. 



 
Safety: We hold health and safety as our top priority. We also know that social, 
emotional, and mental health and a healthy sense of risk assessment are 
important pieces of health and safety. That is why we’ve always allowed children 
to do things like: choose their comfort level with shoes and jackets, climb trees 
(up to 12 feet), swing standing up, climb up the slide, and dig in the dirt. 
 
Honesty and Transparency: We have always been upfront with families about 
what we offer and how our program runs. This stays true now.  
 
Equality and Kindness: All participants will be treated respectfully and we 
expect children to be kind to each other. We have always honored each other's 
differences. This will hold true for participants who make choices when and 
where to mask differently from each other. We will not tolerate teasing based on 
mask wearing or non mask wearing. 



 

Spring 2021 Program Details: 
● Schedule will remain consistent Jan-May, 2021. Days/Times will not 

change. Additional days/times may be added if there is enough interest. 
● $25 facilitation fee for in-person services must be paid by families online at 

registration and is non-refundable. 
● The STEAM Package costs may be purchased with your charter funds as 

a PRODUCT from ALL local charters.  
● Registration is month to month through May 2021 and requires a 15 day 

notice if you choose not to continue for the future month. Once signed up 
we will expect you to remain in the same class through May 2021 unless 
you have given us a 15 day notice. Schedule changes will be honored 
when possible.  

● Families may opt-out of masks in most groups. Groups marked 
*Masks Required do not allow opt-out. All kids will wear masks indoors. 
Masks are not required when outside for any group. *Due to lack of 
interest these groups are no longer offered. 
 

 
STEAM and Socialization: Ages 5 to 12 

 
Starting January 2021 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9am to 1:30pm 
$275 STEAM Package A +$25 facilitation fee 
OR 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30 to 5:30pm 
$175 STEAM Package B +$25 facilitation fee 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Starting February 2021 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9am to 1:30pm  
$275 STEAM Package A +$25 facilitation fee 
OR 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:30 to 5:30pm 
$175 STEAM Package B +$25 facilitation fee 
 

 
 
 



Wee Thrive: Ages 4.9 to 7 
 

Starting January 2021 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am to 1:30pm 
$275 STEAM Package A +$25 facilitation fee 
OR 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:30 to 5:30pm 
$175 STEAM Package B +$25 facilitation fee 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Starting February 2021 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9am to 1:30pm 
$275 STEAM Package A +$25 facilitation fee 
OR 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:30 to 5:30pm 
$175 STEAM Package B +$25 facilitation fee 
 

 

Project Based Learning: Ages 10 to 14  
 

Starting January 2021 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am to 1:30pm 
$275 STEAM Package A +$25 facilitation fee 

 
Teen STEAM: Ages 13 to 17 

 
Mondays and Wednesdays 2:30 to 5:30pm 
$175 STEAM Package B +$25 facilitation fee 

 

STEAM at Home: Ages 4.9 to 17 
 

$275 STEAM Package A- activities for up to 9 hours per week at home 
$175 STEAM Package B- activities for up to 6 hours per week at home 
No facilitation fees 

 

 
 
 



CHARTER FUND PAYMENTS: 
STEAM Packages are PRODUCTS and may be 
paid for using your product charter funds from 

ALL local charters. LAKE VIEW and FEATHER RIVER- 
choose Thrive under services and then choose the product 

STEAM Package A or B. 
 

Facilitation fees must be paid out of pocket and 
are for Thrive’s in-person services. 

 
This alleviates any concerns by charters because families are paying for 
in-person and charters are paying for learning supplies and resources. 

------ 

We are willing to accept Valley Oaks and other third party payments if 
your family and the program you choose fits their guidelines. 

------ 
        More Details: 
COVID Mitigation: 
Our team has worked hard to be 
prepared to follow mitigation 
strategies including creating two 
additional playground spaces and 
extra outdoor eating spaces. This 
will allow us to mitigate the spread 
of germs while allowing as much 
natural child play as possible. 
 
Small Group Scheduling- Kids 
will attend in groups that stay 
together and do not mix with other 
groups. Within the small groups 
we will be able to allow for free, 
natural play.  
 

Playgrounds- We’ve put in extra outdoor play spaces and  eating areas so each 
group will have plenty of indoor and outdoor space. We believe outdoors are best 
in general and even more so now. 
 



Masks- We believe families have the right and are responsible enough to make 
their right choice for their family regarding mask wearing.  Most groups will 
allow for parents to opt out of masks for health, personal or religious 
reasons. Some groups will not allow mask opt out so if you want to make 
sure your child is around other masked kids (when indoors, in close 
contact) you will have group options. All groups (regardless of opt out or 
not) will NOT be asked to wear masks when outdoors.  
 
Disinfecting and Cleaning- We have increased our cleaning and sanitizing 
procedures in accordance with CDC guidelines. 
 
Handwashing- Children will be asked to wash their hands upon arrival and 
throughout the day. We will also have hand sanitizer available in all rooms. 
 
Temperature and Health Checks- We will be asking families to answer health 
questions daily before sending their children. Temperature checks may be done 
at home or we can do it at drop off. 
 
Sick Policy- Please keep sick children, with any symptoms, at home. 
Unfortunately, to follow guidelines of keeping small groups together and separate 
from others it is not possible for us to offer make-up days. We are happy to give 
you extra supplies or virtual options for sick days if requested.  
 
We will make changes to and relax our mitigation strategies as information 

and/or community spread changes. 
 
Possible Closures: We do stand ready to do what we need to do to flatten the 
curve again if a large wave comes to our community. If our local hospital 
requests daycares be closed due to overwhelmed ICUs, we have an outbreak 
within the Thrive community, or we see local death rates rising significantly we 
will consider a short term closure as necessary. Because we are most closely 
aligned with recreation and child care we will stay open as long as those 
businesses are open. We could close (either one group or the whole program) if 
we have a child, staff, or family member contract COVID. If that is the case, we 
will consult with Butte County Public Health on how much and how long to close. 
We will not take the decision to close lightly as we know how important it is for 
our kids to be playing, learning, and socializing. We are unable to offer refunds or 
credits if we must close for part of a month or if your child stays home ill. 
 
IMPORTANT- Refunds/Credits: Due to these challenging times with COVID 
guidelines and the need to pay our instructors and monthly bills we are NOT able 
to offer refunds or credits for any unused days. If we are forced to close for 
all or part of a month we will not be able to offer refunds as we still need to pay 
our staff and overhead. We would never make the decision to close the program 
or a specific group/pod lightly. The decision would be made in collaboration with 
the advice from Butte County Public Health. If we close you will not be required to 
pay any future months or give us a 15 day notice. 



 
NEW- 15 day notice requirement/ Monthly Sessions: With the uncertainty of 
the times we are moving to a monthly fee instead of longer sessions. Once you 
choose a group we will assume you plan to continue through May. We are now 
requiring a 15 day notice. If you do not plan to continue for future months please 
let us know. We will charge a prorated amount for 15 days after you give us 
notice if that’s beyond the month you paid for. Please order funds in monthly 
increments and make sure to order early for each future month or order all now 
for us to bill on monthly. We may be able to honor schedule change requests 
sooner than 30 days if there is space. 
 
Calendar: We will follow Chico Unified’s calendar for days off and holidays.  
 
Supplies: Students should provide their own water bottles, lunches/snacks and 
masks (if you have not opted out). Extra outfits if they might be needed. 
Backpack hooks are available for each group. 

 
Communication: We use an app called Procare that parents will be asked to 
install to assist with daily attendance tracking, answering daily covid mitigation 
questions, and direct communication with your child's Thrive Instructor. 
 
Thrive Instructors and Staff: All of our team are fingerprinted, background 
checked and CPR and First-Aid certified. We are very proud of our kind, 
respectful team. 
 
Facility: Thrive has a sweet facility that used to house Blue Oak and Sherwood. 
Our site looks like a school. We have 5 large classrooms with lots of windows for 
ventilation and 3 playgrounds so we will be able to allow each group outside time 
to play without mixing groups. We believe that outside is the best place in general 
and the safest choice during this time. As much as possible groups will do 
learning activities, games, and projects outside. When we are indoors we have 
large classrooms with lots of windows for ventilation as applicable with the 
weather.  
 
Behavior: All participants are expected to uphold a generous level of respect 
and kindness. Violent, aggressive, threatening or otherwise extreme behavior 
may result in immediate expulsion. Other behaviors that take from the quality of 
the program may also result in us asking them to discontinue. We will attempt to 
work with families and children as much as possible. To honor the rest of our 
participants we will ask participants with extremely disruptive behaviors to 
discontinue attendance. 
 



 

 

 
Further Questions/Concerns: Contact Cyndi Pereira at 

ThriveChico@live.com or 530-828-9288. 
 

www.ThriveChico.org 
 

Thrive Homeschool Program 
1361 Hawthorne Ave. 

Chico, Ca 95926 
 

530-809-4638 
 
 

http://www.thrivechico.org/

